Introducing Latitude

On many maps you will find a grid pattern that looks like the grid formed in the Battleship game.  The grid is formed by the crossing of lines of latitude and lines of longitude.  Lines of latitude run in an east-west direction like the letters in Battleship.  Lines of longitude run in a north-south direction like Battleship’s numbers.

Maps can show both visible and invisible things about the Earth.  Lines of latitude are among the invisible things that can be shown.  They are imaginary lines on the Earth’s surface.

The Equator, the central line of latitude, is at zero degrees latitude.  All the other lines are identified as being so many degrees north or south of the Equator.  For example, one line is called 20º north latitude; another is called 20º south latitude.

Lines of latitude are usually called parallels.  This is because they are always the same distance apart, 69 miles.  No two lines of latitude ever meet.

Lines of latitude running around the

Earth looks something like this:
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Beginning with zero degrees at the Equator, we can measure up to 90 degrees north or south latitude.  The North Pole is 90º north latitude, and the South pole is 90º south latitude.
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