Introducing Longitude

Previous you learned that the latitude of any place on the Earth is its distance north or south of the Equator.  Latitude helps us to locate places on the Earth’s surface.  However, we must know more than latitude to locate a place on the Earth.

The north-south imaginary lines on the Earth are the lines of longitude.  They are called meridians.  Just as we measured latitude from 0º (the Equator), so, we measure longitude from 0º, the Prime Meridian.  The Prime Meridian, 0º longitude, passes through Greenwich, a suburb of London, England.

Meridians on the Earth are like the numbers in the Battleship game.  Meridians are identified as being so many degrees east or west of the Prime Meridian.  For example, one line is called 15º east longitude; another is called 15º west longitude.

Meridians (lines of longitude) are not always the same distance apart.  They meet at the North and South Poles.  The nearer meridians are to the Poles, the closer they are to each other.  

Lines of longitude look something like this:
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