A map that shows elevation and relief through special coloring and shading is called a physical map.  Each color stands for a different range of elevation.  They may be given in numbers, such as 5,000 feet to 10,000 feet (1,525 to 3,050 meters).  They may also be given as general descriptions, such as lowlands and highlands.  Shading shows relief.  The more shading, the sharper the local relief is.
Use the physical maps in the Atlas (584 and 599) to answer the following questions.

1. What color is used for low elevations?  _____________

What landform generally has this elevation?  ________

2. What color is used for the highest elevations?  _______

What landform is usually identified by these elevations? ___________________________________

3. Plateaus and hills both have medium to high elevations.  On your world map, can you tell which medium elevations are plateaus and hills?  Why or why not?  _____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

4. Are plains located in the eastern or western section of North America?  _______________________________

5. Which continent has the largest mountain area?  _________________

6. Imagine that you are in the center of Australia.  You are going to walk to a city on its southeastern coast.  Would you walk east and then south OR south and then east?  Why?  _______________________________________
_____________________________________________

7. Use the map on page 591.  You are in an airplane flying from Lima, Peru, on the west coast of South America, to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on the east coast of that continent.  Describe in order the major landforms you would be able to see from the plane.   __________________________________________________________________________________________











































