Salt Water
Look at your desk map.  Does the Earth have more land area or more water area?  In fact, about 75 percent of the Earth’s surface is covered by water.  Most of this, 97 percent, is the salt water of the world’s oceans. The different shapes and types of water are called waterforms.  Waterforms are one of the various shapes and types of the water areas of the surface of the Earth.

Looking at your desk map, you can see the Earth really has one big ocean.  It is divided into four main parts by the seven continents.  These four parts, also called oceans, are the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, and Arctic.  The largest of these is the Pacific Ocean, from the Latin name Mare Pacificum, “peaceful sea”, bestowed upon it by the Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan.  The Atlantic Ocean, its name derived from Greek mythology, means the “Sea of Atlas”, is the Earth's second-largest ocean, covering approximately one-fifth of its surface. The Indian Ocean is the third-largest body of water in the world, covering about 20 percent of the Earth's water surface.  The Arctic Ocean, located mostly in the north polar region, is the smallest of the world's oceans, and the shallowest.  There are also many smaller bodies of salt water.
People have always depended on the oceans even though the ocean water is too salty to drink or to irrigate crops.  The ocean is a source of fresh water in the form of precipitation, either as rain or snow.  The oceans also have provided a source of food for people.  For centuries, transportation by water was the cheapest and fastest way to move people or goods from one place to another.
Fresh Water

Most of the Earth’s 3 percent of fresh water, water without salt, is frozen in the ice caps at the North and South Poles.  Yet the small amount of fresh water that is in lakes and rivers does not mean that these bodies of water are not important.  Rivers and lakes provide water for drinking and household uses, transportation, food, recreation, and other purposes.
Another important source of freshwater is groundwater.  Groundwater is water stored in the soil and rock layers below the Earth’s surface.











































